H4782

BUDGET

(Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam
Speaker, the majority has now finally
admitted what we have suspected for
months: They have no intention of ful-
filling their obligation to draft and
pass a Federal budget.

This fiscal irresponsibility on display
in Washington is affecting American
citizens, and it is further damaging our
economy and job growth. It is widely
known and, thankfully, widely re-
ported that the reason we won’t be see-
ing a budget this year is to evade call-
ing further attention to an addiction to
reckless spending.

The Federal debt has gone up by
nearly $2.4 trillion since January of
2009 and by $240 billion just since the
budget was due back in April of this
year. Undoubtedly and correctly, Dem-
ocrat leaders fear that the public will
be shocked at this figure, and will be
shocked at the future debt that a budg-
et would show.

So they seek to hide behind a 1-year
‘““deeming motion,” but the con-
sequences of their shame shows a lack
of fiscal discipline and a lack of respon-
sible economic policy. America needs a
reasonable, pro-growth economic pol-
icy to promote job growth and business
development.

JOBS

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, the
failed policies of the Bush administra-
tion brought our economy to the brink
2 years ago, and while our economy is
showing signs of growth, unemploy-
ment is still at unacceptable levels.

There are still too many families
having to sit down at the table, who
are having to decide which bills they
can afford to pay each month. There
are still families finding themselves
with underwater mortgages—many of
them losing their homes.

I ask my colleagues: How would you
feel if this were your family or a fam-
ily member you knew?

We need to make sure that hard-
working Americans are able to come
home with a sense of pride after a day’s
work, not with a sense of fear about
bills they can’t afford. Too many of our
families are struggling to make ends
meet. Let’s build a momentum of job
creation as with the HomeStar, the
HIRE Act, and the Small Business
Lending Fund Act, which provide in-
centives for growth and innovation.

America deserves better from their
government. I am committed to mak-
ing sure that happens, but Republicans
and Democrats must come together for
the betterment of this country.
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MORE MEDDLING BY MEXICO

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
Mexico has joined a lawsuit against Ar-
izona’s new illegal immigration en-
forcement law.

In its legal brief, Mexico says the Ar-
izona law is unconstitutional. That’s
right. The foreign country of Mexico is
lecturing us on our Constitution.

I guess President Calderon, like our
Attorney General, hasn’t read Arizo-
na’s law either, because the Arizona
law is constitutional. President
Calderon just doesn’t want the law en-
forced. He wants open borders so
illegals can illegally come to America.

By the way, hypocritical Mexico en-
forces its own immigration laws, but it
doesn’t want us to do the same. Presi-
dent Calderon should not meddle in
U.S. affairs.

If the Feds join the lawsuit against
Arizona, it will be Mexico and the U.S.
Government vs. Arizona. Ironically,
Mexico and the U.S. Government to-
gether will be arguing against border
security and public safety while Ari-
zona will be arguing for the basic right
to protect its citizens.

Isn’t there something wrong with
that concept?

And that’s just the way it is.

———

GOOD NEWS FOR THE ECONOMY
OF SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker,
this past Monday, southeastern Con-
necticut received blockbuster news
when it was announced that Electric
Boat will be acquiring 700,000 square
feet of office space from Pfizer pharma-
ceutical company. This is space from
which Pfizer was going to be departing
as part of its global reorganization.
EB’s decision to come in and acquire
this space is huge, and it is good news
for the economy of southeastern Con-
necticut.

It is not happening in a vacuum. This
space is needed because the workforce
is growing. There are new jobs in
southeastern Connecticut because this
Congress recognized that our sub-
marine fleet, which had been under-
funded under the prior administration,
was running into end dates for the Ohio
class submarine program.

We have invested, over the last 3
years, in growing the workforce and in
research, development, and engineer-
ing. These new jobs will ensure that we
will have a submarine fleet well into
the later stages of the 21st century. It
will provide stability for the economy
of southeastern Connecticut, and it
will maintain that Groton, Con-
necticut, will become and will remain
the submarine capital of the world.
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IN PRAISE OF DON MOSS, THE
WORLD’S HARDEST-WORKING
VOLUNTEER

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in tribute to Don Moss of Pilot
Mountain, North Carolina, who is a
dedicated volunteer at Wake Forest
University Baptist Medical Center.

Why is Mr. Moss so special? Because,
over the past three decades, he has
racked up 47,000 volunteer hours at the
hospital—a Guinness World Record.

Mr. Moss currently donates 48 hours
of his time each week to the hospital—
working 12 hours a day and serving up
a healthy dose of good cheer and plain
old helpfulness. He has a well-deserved
reputation for looking out for patients
and for his humor and humility.

North Carolina is, indeed, blessed to
be the home of people like Mr. Moss.
His service to the community and his
staggering number of volunteer hours
illustrate a true spirit of selfless gen-
erosity to those in need.

I congratulate Mr. Moss on his
record-breaking time of service, and I
hope that others will be inspired by his
example to invest their time and abili-
ties in their communities.

———
CONGRATULATING PRESIDENT-
ELECT OF COLOMBIA, JUAN

MANUEL SANTOS

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the orderly and
peaceful election that took place in Co-
lombia. I congratulate the President-
elect of Colombia, Juan Manuel
Santos, and I commend the people of
Colombia for their relentless dedica-
tion to the democratic process that
was shown through this election.

In an increasingly volatile region,
Colombia has continued on the path to-
wards reform while combating drug
trafficking and terrorism, efforts which
have had a positive effect on Colom-
bian and American national security.
Additionally, Colombia has made re-
markable progress on other fronts,
emerging as an important growth mar-
ket and as a leading center for Latin
American business.

In the face of hostility towards U.S.
interests and values, Colombia has con-
sistently proven itself to be an impor-
tant friend, a reliable partner, and a
champion for democracy. The positive
bilateral relationship between the
United States and Colombia has been
based on many common strategic and
ideological interests, reaffirming Co-
lombia’s position as an important ally
and as a longtime friend of the United
States.

Again, I congratulate President-elect
Juan Manuel Santos on his victory. I
look forward to a continued partner-
ship between our two nations.
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THE WHITE HOUSE JOBS PROBLEM

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. A re-
cent New York Times poll indicates 54
percent of the public believe the Presi-
dent does not have a clear plan for cre-
ating jobs. Clearly, the failed $1 tril-
lion stimulus plan created to keep un-
employment below 8 percent shows the
President’s inability to lead. The dis-
mal numbers come as the Democrats
neglected to produce a budget and the
majority leader announced the Demo-
crats will raise taxes to pay for more
government spending. I say: Cut gov-
ernment spending so you don’t have to
raise taxes.

While they should be focused on cre-
ating jobs, the Democrats have proven
the only thing they can do well is tax
and spend. Here’s a novel idea that the
American people know from personal
experience: Stop spending money you
don’t have.

CONGRATULATING BRYCE HARPER

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TITUS. Madam Speaker, I rise to
congratulate my constituent Bryce
Harper on being selected by the Wash-
ington Nationals as the first overall
pick in the Major League Baseball
draft.

Harper, a native of southern Nevada,
who is just 17 years old, led the College
of Southern Nevada and the Scenic
West Athletic Conference in virtually
every offensive category. In recogni-
tion of his outstanding performance, he
was the SWAC 2010 Player of the Year
and was named to the First Team AWC
All-Conference team. During the 2010
season, he set a CSN school record for
home runs. He belted 31, shattering the
previous record of 12.

So, Madam Speaker, I look forward
to welcoming Bryce to Washington and
watching him play just down the street
as he stars for the Nationals for years
to come.

———

STOP PLAYING POLITICS WITH
TROOP FUNDING

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. The
House should stop playing politics with
troop funding. The money is being held
up by liberal lawmakers so they can
add billions of dollars to the so-called
“stimulus’ funds and special interest
moneys to the troop funding package.

Partisan special interest moneys and
a hodgepodge of wasteful spending has
no place in a true funding bill. We need
a clean bill that will pass easily so our
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military operations will not be dis-
rupted. Secretary Gates has warned us
not to hold up this essential spending
or else defense spending will suffer,
meaning our troops will be at risk.

As a veteran with four sons in the
military, nothing is more important to
me than making sure our troops on the
front lines receive the funding they
need. With two counterinsurgency op-
erations going on in Afghanistan and
Iraq, it’s highly irresponsible to hold
this up any longer.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September
11th in the global war on terrorism.

————
SAFETY OF CENSUS WORKERS

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, we should all be greatly con-
cerned for the safety of our U.S. census
workers. According to the Census Bu-
reau, there have been 379 incidents in-
volving threats and abuse towards cen-
sus employees so far this year. That’s
more than double the violence that oc-
curred during the last census in 2000,
and there are still 3 weeks remaining
in this year’s census taking.

The reported incidents have con-
sisted of robberies, assault, violent
threats, being held against their will,
and carjacking. They are doing very
important work and getting paid very
little for it. They should not be sub-
jected to this kind of abusive treat-
ment. Ironically, it is the work of cen-
sus takers that will ensure that each
American receives their fair share of
Federal resources. They are performing
a very important public service.

I'm afraid that this abuse may be di-
rectly tied to some of the antigov-
ernment rhetoric that is coming from
some people in this body and the Re-
publican noise machine; in other
words, Rush Limbaugh, Glenn Beck,
and countless other so-called ‘‘shock
jocks.” Rather than disparaging Fed-
eral employees, this body should be ap-
plauding the excellent and courageous
work that they are performing.

———

HONORING SERGEANT FIRST
CLASS ROBERT FIKE AND STAFF
SERGEANT BRYAN HOOVER

(Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor
two sons of southwestern Pennsylvania
who gave their lives to their country.
While on patrol in Afghanistan, Ser-
geant First Class Robert Fike and Staff
Sergeant Bryan Hoover were killed by
a suicide bomber. They became the
35th and 36th members of the Pennsyl-
vania National Guard to be killed in
Iraq and Afghanistan.

Sergeant Fike was described as ‘‘one
of those guys you just liked instantly.”
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He graduated in 1989 from Penn-
Trafford High School, joined the Na-
tional Guard in 1993, and served in Pan-
ama, Italy, Saudi Arabia, and Iraq. His
experience in military as well as a
State prison guard made him an excel-
lent leader of the younger troops. It
was said of him that the guys respected
everything he said. They trusted and
liked him.

Staff Sergeant Hoover graduated
from Elizabeth Forward High School in
2000, where he was a standout athlete
in track, football, and wrestling. He en-
listed in the Marines and served in Iraq
and then served in the Army Reserves
before joining the National Guard.
Back home, Bryan Hoover was an as-
sistant track and cross country coach
at Elizabeth Forward High School. He
also volunteered to coach low-income
children at the YMCA. While he is no
longer with us, Bryan left a mark on
his students. One described him as an
“‘inspirational coach.”

These two guardsmen were friends,
having served together with the 28th
Military Police Company in Iraq in 2007
and 2008. It was also their shared com-
mitment to community and country
that led them to join the military,
where together they protected the re-
construction teams, building schools
and infrastructure for the people of Af-
ghanistan.

Hundreds gathered to pay their re-
spects this past week for Sergeant Fike
and Staff Sergeant Hoover as they were
laid to rest. As we mourn with these
families, we know there are two more
heroes keeping watch over us from
above. On behalf of a grateful Nation,
we thank them for their service and
sacrifice. May God bless their families
and the country they loved.

WAR IN AFGHANISTAN

(Mr. McCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCGOVERN. A great deal of at-
tention has been focused on the recent
Rolling Stone article which resulted in
the resignation of General Stanley
McChrystal. But even more trouble-
some to me than the general’s inappro-
priate remarks were the comments by
senior military officials about the
state of the war and the future of our
involvement in Afghanistan, which
seem to contradict what the Obama ad-
ministration has told us. ‘“‘If Americans
pulled back and started paying atten-
tion to this war, it would become even
less popular,” a senior military adviser
said. Another said, ‘‘Instead of begin-
ning to withdraw troops next year, as
Obama promised, the military hopes to
ramp up its counterinsurgency cam-
paign even further.”

Madam Speaker, the American peo-
ple and our troops deserve to know the
truth about what we are doing in Af-
ghanistan. We need clarity. We should
have clarity before we bring up any
war supplemental appropriations bill.
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